Anglo-Saxon System

in political insight; but as the development during five
centuries was very gradual, there are many features of the
system which remain almost in permanence during the whole
period, and run on in different combinations still later. The
system is developed purely and slowly, and we are at no loss to
trace the continuity of its growth from the earlier germs. From
the seventh to the eleventh century the national organization
may be generally described thus :

The people occupy settled seats; the land is appropriated to
separate townships, and in these certain portions belong in
entire possession to separate owners, whilst others are the
common property of the community; and there are large
unappropriated estates at the disposal of the nation. Each of
these townships has an organization of its own; for certain
purposes the inhabitants are united by the mutual responsi-
bility of the kindred ; for others they are under the authority
of their reeve, who settles their petty disputes, collects their
contributions to the national revenue, leads the effective men
to the f yrd, and with his four companions represents the town-
ship in the court of the hundred or in the folkmoot. The
townships are not always independent ; sometimes they are
the property of a lord, who is a noble follower, comes, gesith,
thegn, of the king, with jurisdiction over the men of the
township, and many of the rights which we associate with
feudalism. Where, however, this is the case, the organization
is of the same sort; the reeve is the lord's nominee, the moot is
the lord's court,1 the status of the inhabitants is scarcely less
than free, and their duties to the state are as imperative as if
they were free.

A cluster of townships is the hundred or wapentake; its
presiding officer is the hundred-man : he calls the hundred-

1 The existence of a township-moot, in the sense of a law-court, is not
proved by any texts and is questioned by Maitland (Domesday Book and
Beyond, pp. 147-8, 349-50). The old view is, however, upheld by
Vinogradoff (Growth of the Manor, pp. 273-4).